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the Austrian occupation of Novi Bazar, though ex-
pressly sanctioned by the Berlin Treaty to which the
Russian Government had been a party, gave great um-
brage at Petersburg, for it cut off the Slavonic State of
Montenegro from the sister State of Servia, and moreover
seemed to open the way for an Austrian advance to
Salonica. Language of such extraordinary violence was
used by the semi-official Russian Press against the Haps-
bttrgs that they were forced to an alliance with the Power
which had supplanted them in the hegemony of the
Germanic race.

Looking back at the sequence of events which led up
to their calamities of 1878, the Turks, while cursing Rus-
sia, were unable to bless Austria. The former Power
had doubtless been organizing the ball for twenty years,
and the War of 1877-1878 was, essentially, only a corol-
lary of the Peace of 1856. But it was Austria and not
Russia who opened that ball. No matter what the inter-
nal condition of their Empire might have been, the ques-
tion of its future lay, so far as the external world was
concerned, dormant until the Herzegovinian insurrec-
tion, which was exploited, even if it had not been engi-
neered, by Vienna. From that moment the Turks were
able to perceive, amidst all the minor situations which
arose within the circle of the larger drama, the part of
the Austrian Government gradually unfolding itself
along clearly defined iines. The celebrated Andrassy
Note of December 1875 paved the way for foreign inter-
vention in their domestic troubles, the natural course of
events did the rest.

Nor did Austria's fresh readjustment of her diplomatic
compass after the Berlin Treaty bring any comfort to
the Turks. The late Lord Salisbury hailed the anti-
Russian turn of Austrian policy implied by the Austro-